
































HTML 

You're forgetting a few of the downsides. A lot 
of browsers don't handle XHTML very well. In 
fact, they just see it as HTJVIL. So you do all that 
,""ark and then you're jusl fooling yourself that your 
XHTML is somehow different. 

But what's the point? If your XHTML is just 
considered HTML by a browse]; then it's just 
HTML! 

T his is all great, but T keep saying people just don't 
carc. I'm already good enough for then1. Lots of 
people have no need for XML. 

O kay; let's say you're right, and XHTML is going 
to be the way of the future. Fine. But as you also 
said, XHTML is just a hop, skip, and ajump away. 

o. my users can just wait until XHTML gets here, 
and they can hop, skip, and jump then. 

I think you mean "You can lead a horse to 
warel: .. " 

moving to xhtml 

XHTML 

Hey, that's a good thing. The designers of 
XHT ML knew that not all browsers would 
support XHTML, so they made it backwards 
compatible. Tn other words, you can move to 
XHTML loday, and still have it all work even 
on older brO\·vsers. 

Ah, but that's changing; morc and more 
support for XHTl'vlL is arriving every day. So, 
T say, go ahead and change over. T t's easy, and 
when the new brmvscrs and devices get here, 
you'll be ready wilhout even trying. 

You can't envision all the ways XHTI'v1 L is 
going to be used in the fUl ure. XHTML is the 
way, and by moving to XI-ITl\i[L now, you 'U be 
ready. 

\IVhat's that saying? "You can't teach an old 
dog a new trick?" 
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282 Chapter 7 

HfMl or XHfMl? fhe choice is yours ... 
Do any ofthe advantages ofXHTML matter to you? Are you 
translating existing XML into HTM L for the Web? Are you working 
on pages that you need to display well on mobile devices? Are some 
of the newer XHTML technologies going to be important to you in the 
near future? Or, do you just want to be on the cutting edge? Well, we 
have good news: you can move to XHTM L today. All it will cost you 

is a new DOCTYPE and some minor changes 10 a couple of tags . 
..... 0' Now, not every browser will give you credit for moving 

1 ; ":-"- to XHTML, but sooner or later they will have to, and, 
" until they do, your pages will d isplay just fine because 

the browser will treat them as HTML (although, don 't forget 
the caveat we already mentioned). So, bon voyage, and enjoy your 

journey to XHTML. 

None of that is important to you? You're mainly concerned with 
making great Web pages? We have good news for you, too: you can 
easily stick with HTML 4.0 1 Strict and reap all the rewards of using 
the browser's current choice of languages. And, should you ever fee l 
the need to upgrade to XHTML, then you can follow the three-step 
program outlined in this chapter to get you there. 

So, no matter what your choice is, you've made an excellent one, 
and we wish you the best. That said, the differences between HTML 
and XHTM L are really minimal, so why not go ahead and move to 
XHTML? We have, and in the rest of this book we' ll be usingXHTML 
1.0. It; for some reason, you need to stick with HTM L 4.01 , that's fine. 
And in fact, since they really are basically the same, you'll have no 
problems with the rest of the book. JuSl make sure you're using the 
right DOCTYFE for whichever version you 're Llsing. 


